AN OUTLINE	29
import, had come increasingly to rely on foreign shipping to
convey its merchandise. Its wealthy classes had preferred to
invest in land rather than risk the losses of maritime venture.
The stranglehold of Venice tightened during the whole of
this century, and to the mutual hatred of Greeks and Latins
which resulted was due in no small measure the final catas-
trophe. Ominous, too, was the condition of Byzantine
finances. The loss of her rich Asiatic provinces had deprived
the Empire of the principal sources of taxation, and it is
significant that the gold byzant, the imperial coin which had
retained its full value in the markets of three continents
since the days of Diocletian, was first debased under the
Comnenian dynasty. It speaks well for the diplomatic and
military genius of Alexius that, despite these difficulties, he
was able to win back much of the European territory lost in
the preceding period, to repulse a combined attack on the
capital by Turks and Patzinaks, and by 1095 to ^e preparing
for a sustained assault on his chief enemies, the Seljuks ,of
Asia Minor. But in the following year the first Crusaders
from the West made their appearance. Eastern and western
Europe, more complete strangers to one another than per-
haps at any other period in history, were suddenly thrown
together by the impetus of this astonishing movement.
Byzantium, drawn into the orbit of the Western States, and
struggling to maintain her position amid changing coalitions
of the Mediterranean powers, entered upon a tortuous policy
of which only the barest outlines can be given here.
To the realist outlook of East Rome the Crusades were
largely incomprehensible. In a sense all her wars had been
Holy Wars, for she was, almost by definition, the champion
of Christianity against the barbarians. Her own survival
was thus bound up with the future of Christian civilization,
and it therefore behoved all Christians to fight on her behalf.
She, too, had tried to recover the Holy Places, and Antioch,
the limit of her success, had remained Byzantine until only
a few years before. It was reasonable to suppose that the
Western armies would help her, in return for generous
subsidies, to regain her essential Anatolian and north Syrian
provinces. Western contingents had for some time formed
a considerable part of the Byzantine forces, and the Crusaders

